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Chronic phase Philadelphia positive CML

Patient eligible for ongoing approval for 12 months 
from date of last demonstrated response.

Prescriptions only are required to be mailed in.
No forms or test results required until next 

demonstration of response is due.

NoYes

Bone marrow cytogenetic report required 
(if not informative FISH may be submitted in 

addition to SK report)

OR
Peripheral blood quantitative PCR

Response
Has the patient demonstrated a response to 

treatment as detailed in the criteria?

Continuing application
Submit	 Continuing application form 
	 Authority prescription
	 Bone marrow cytogenetic report plus 

FISH if SK not informative, OR
	 Peripheral blood quantitative PCR

Patient eligible for ongoing approval for 6 months 
ONLY. Response as detailed in the criteria must 
be demonstrated at conclusion of 18 months 
treatment.

Submit	 Authority prescription
	 Bone marrow cytogenetic report plus 

FISH if SK not informative, OR 
	 Peripheral blood quantitative PCR

Initial application
Submit	 Application form
	 Authority prescription
	 Pathology report (may be on bone 

marrow or blood)

This flowchart can be used to determine when a patient is required to demonstrate a major cytogenetic response to 
treatment with PBS-subsidised imatinib mesylate (Glivec).

It also indicates which reports must be supplied to Medicare Australia for continuing approval.

Eligible patients receive approval for 12 months 
supply. Prescriptions only are required to be 

mailed in until patient has received 12 months 
total treatment. 

No forms, no cytogenetics required.

Has patient had between 10 and 12 months of 
treatment with PBS Glivec


