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Writing PBS/RPBS prescriptions for 
Highly Specialised Drugs (HSD) 

in public hospitals participating in the 
pharmaceutical reforms

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Speaking notes:

Today’s topic is writing PBS/RPBS prescriptions for Highly Specialised Drugs (HSD) in participating public hospitals.
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Outline

• Impact of incorrectly written PBS/RPBS prescriptions

• What you need to include on a prescription

• Special information requirements for HSD medicines

• What you need to do for non PBS/RPBS medicines 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To provide an outline of what will be covered in the presentation.

Speaking notes:
We’ll cover what fields need to be completed on the prescription for Highly Specialised Drugs (HSD) to ensure it meets the requirements of the PBS/RPBS.
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HSD PBS/RPBS prescriptions
written incorrectly

Cost to hospital

Delay in dispensing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To identify why it is important HSD are prescribed correctly.

Suggested notes:
Cost to hospital.
To make sure your hospital gets reimbursed for the cost of HSD you need to complete all the requirements of the prescription. These requirements will be detailed in the next few slides. 

Following up missing details on the prescription could cause a delay in dispensing the medicine to your patient.
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Completed prescription

Medicare Australia
approved public hospital
PBS/RPBS prescription 
form
Non-admitted patient, 
day admitted patient, or 
patient on discharge.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To demonstrate the fields to be completed for a HSD prescription.

Speaking notes:
There is a lot of information on a script and it is important that it is filled in correctly. Scripts used in states/territories differ in how they look, but the information they need to contain is the same.
If HSD are included on the prescription, make sure that the prescription is on a Medicare Approved public hospital PBS/RPBS prescription form, and is only for non-admitted patients, day admitted patients, patients on discharge, and NOT in-patients.
There can be up to 10 medicines on one prescription and this may include multiple authorities, PBS/RPBS and non-PBS/RPBS medicines on the same form.
A separate prescription must be written for any additional medicine prescribed by another prescriber for the patient’s treatment on discharge.
Approval number/additional notes on the prescription:
If the medicine requires prior authority approval, and you have obtained an authority approval number, write the approval number in this column.
If the medicine is listed in the Schedule as Authority required (STREAMLINED) HSD, write the specific streamlined authority code in this column.
If your patient is not eligible for a PBS subsidy for a medicine, and you want to have a medicine dispensed as a non-PBS medicine, write ‘non-PBS’ in this column.

It is very important that you follow state and territory legislation when writing PBS/RPBS prescriptions in participating public hospitals.



www.medicareaustralia.gov.au

Your details

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To focus on the provider details required.

Speaking notes:
Make sure you complete all your details on the prescription:
your full name 
your prescriber number
your signature 
date prescription is written
your contact number (for example, pager number).
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Patient details

• If using patient labels, verify patient’s name

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To focus on the patient details required.

Speaking notes:
Make sure you include all the patient details that are required:
patient’s full name
address
date of birth
Medicare number, and the number of their entitlement card.

You can use name stickers. This can be done by hospital administration staff. A full name sticker must be attached to all three copies. Verify the patient’s name by writing it in full below the sticker.

Tick the PBS or RPBS box – whichever is appropriate.
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PBS/RPBS medicine 
details

• Up to 10 medicines on one prescription

• Can include authority and non-authority 
medicines on the same form

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To focus on the medicine details required.

Speaker notes:
PBS/RPBS and non-PBS/RPBS medicine details to be included are:
Medicine name
Strength 
Form, such as tablets, capsules, ointment, suppository
Dose, route of administration, and frequency
Quantity
Repeats.

As you can see on this script sample, you can include multiple authority and non-authority medicines on the same form. 

In this example, the paracetamol/codeine tablets on the top line required prior approval from Medicare Australia or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. The prescriber has done this and recorded the authority approval number on the form. 

The Alendronate tablets in this example are Authority required (STREAMLINED) medicine, so no prior approval was needed from Medicare Australia or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. However the four digit authority code must be written in the approval column on the prescription.
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Authority required medicines

• Authority required medicines require prior approval from 
Medicare Australia or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
(DVA):

- Complex Authority required (CAR) medicines
- PBS trastuzumab (Herceptin®)

• Authority required (STREAMLINED) medicines do not 
require prior approval from Medicare Australia or the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs except when:

- prescribing increased quantities and/or increased 
repeats above those specified in the Schedule. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To recap requirements for authority required medicines.

Speaking notes:
Authority required medicines require prior approval.
Authority required (STREAMLINED) medicines do not require prior approval except when prescribing increased quantities or increased repeats.
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Non PBS/RPBS 
medicine

• Not listed on the PBS/RPBS

• Patient not entitled to PBS/RPBS medicine

• Therapeutic use is outside PBS/RPBS restrictions

• Use outside PBS/RPBS manner of administration.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To remind prescribers about non PBS medicine.

Speaking notes:
Many PBS/RPBS medicines are restricted to specific therapeutic uses, as defined in the Schedule of Pharmaceutical Benefits (the Schedule). In this instance, the Lactulose mixture has been prescribed outside the specifications listed in the Schedule, and therefore the PBS subsidy does not apply. The prescriber has correctly recorded this as ‘Non PBS’ in the approval column.
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• Incorrectly written prescriptions cost time and money

• If there are HSD on the form, prescription must be:

- on a Medicare Australia approved public hospital PBS/RPBS 
prescription form

- for non-admitted patients, day admitted patients or patients on 
discharge

• Prescriptions must include:

- patient’s details (including verification if using patient labels)

- prescriber details

- PBS/RPBS medicine details

• Up to 10 medicines can be included on one form.

Summary

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To summarise the presentation.

Speaking notes:
Incorrectly written prescriptions cost time and money
If there are HSD on the form, prescription must be:
on a Medicare Australia approved public hospital PBS/RPBS prescription form
for non-admitted patients, day admitted patients or patients on discharge
Prescriptions must include:
Patients’ details (including verification if using patient labels)
Prescriber details
Medicine details
Up to 10 medicines can be included on one prescription form.
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• Authority required medicines require prior approval from Medicare Australia or 
DVA. State the authority approval number on the prescription.

• Authority required (STREAMLINED) medicines do not require prior approval 
from Medicare Australia or the DVA. Record the streamlined authority code on 
the prescription.

• Prescriptions must include ‘non PBS’ in the approval column if the PBS 
subsidy does not apply.

• If you want to prescribe a quantity and/or a number of repeats exceeding the 
maximum listed in the Schedule either:

- contact Medicare Australia or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs for 
prior approval, 

OR 

- write ‘non PBS’ on the prescription.

Summary

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To summarise the presentation.

Speaking notes:
Authority required medicines require prior approval from Medicare Australia or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. Record the authority approval number on the prescription.
Authority required (STREAMLINED) medicines do not require prior approval from Medicare Australia or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. Record the streamlined authority code on the prescription.
Prescriptions must include ‘non PBS’ in the approval column if the PBS subsidy does not apply. For example if:
medicine not listed on the PBS
patient not entitled to PBS medicine
therapeutic use is outside PBS restrictions
use outside PBS manner of administration.
If you want to prescribe a quantity and/or a number of repeats exceeding the maximum listed in the Schedule either:
contact Medicare Australia or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs for prior approval, OR 
write ‘non-PBS’ on the prescription.

Hand out the QRG for Writing PBS/RPBS prescriptions for Highly Specialised Drugs (HSD) medicines in public hospitals participating in pharmaceutical reforms checklist
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