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Writing PBS/RPBS prescriptions for 
Highly Specialised Drugs (HSD)

in public hospitals not participating in the 
pharmaceutical reforms

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Speaking notes:

Today’s topic is writing PBS/RPBS prescriptions for Highly Specialised Drugs (HSD) in non-participating public hospitals.
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Outline

• Impact of incorrectly written PBS/RPBS prescriptions

• What you need to include on a prescription

• Special information requirements for HSD medicines

• What you need to do for non PBS/RPBS medicines

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To provide an outline of what will be covered in the presentation.

Speaking notes:
We’ll cover which fields need to be completed on prescriptions for Highly Specialised Drugs (HSD) to ensure they meet the requirements of the PBS/RPBS.
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HSD PBS/RPBS prescriptions
written incorrectly

Cost to hospital

Delay in dispensing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To identify why it is important to prescribe HSD correctly.

Speaking notes:
Cost to hospital
To make sure your hospital is reimbursed for the cost of HSD, you need to complete all the requirements of the prescription. These requirements will be detailed in the next few slides. 

Having to follow-up missing details on the prescription could cause a delay in dispensing the medicine to your patient.
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Prescription forms

Internal medicine form or prescription 
may be used for Authority required 
(STREAMLINED) HSD, if within 
maximum quantity and number of 
repeats listed in the Schedule

PBS/RPBS authority prescription form 
must be used when prescribing 
Authority required HSD, CAR 
medicines and trastuzumab

Make sure patient is a non-admitted 
patient, a day admitted patient, or a 
patient on discharge.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To demonstrate the fields that must completed for a HSD prescription.

Speaking notes:
This image is of a PBS/RPBS authority prescription.
An internal medication form or prescription may be used to prescribe Authority required (STREAMLINED) HSD if the quantity and number of repeats is within the maximum quantities and repeats listed in the Schedule of Pharmaceutical Benefits (the Schedule).
A PBS/RPBS authority prescription form must be used when prescribing authority required HSD – Complex Authority Required (CAR) medicines, PBS trastuzumab (Herceptin®) and increases to maximum quantities and repeats.
The medication form or prescription must meet the requirements of Regulation 19(1) of the National Health (Pharmaceutical Benefits) Regulations 1960.
Make sure the patient is a non-admitted patient, day admitted patient or patient on discharge, and not an in-patient. 
A separate prescription must be written for any additional medicine prescribed by another prescriber for the patient’s treatment.

You must follow state and territory legislation.
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Your details

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To remind prescribers to include all provider details required.

Speaking notes:
Make sure you complete all your details on the prescription:
your full name
your prescriber number
your signature
date prescription is written
your contact number (for example, pager number)
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Patient details

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To remind prescribers to complete all required patient details.

Speaking notes:
Patient details:
Make sure you have the patient’s Medicare card and/or entitlement card details.
Handwrite patient’s full name and address and include their entitlement card number if appropriate or attach full name sticker and address on all copies (this may also be done by hospital administration staff). If using stickers; verify the patient’s full name by handwriting it below the label.
Tick the appropriate box, either safety net entitlement cardholder or concessional or dependent, RPBS beneficiary or safety net concession cardholder.
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Medicine details

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To remind prescribers to include all the necessary medicine details.

Speaking notes:
Include:
medicine name
strength of medicine
form, such as tablets, capsules, ointment, suppository
dose, route of administration, frequency for each medicine
the quantity
any repeats
Authority approval number (if applicable)
four digit Authority required (STREAMLINED) code for the HSD (if applicable).
include ‘non PBS’ if the PBS subsidy does not apply.
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Authority required medicines

• Authority required medicines require prior approval from 
Medicare Australia or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
(DVA):

- Complex Authority Required (CAR) medicines
- PBS trastuzumab (Herceptin®).

• Authority required (STREAMLINED) medicines do not 
require prior approval from Medicare Australia or the 
DVA except when:

- prescribing increased quantities and/or increased 
repeats above those specified in the Schedule. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To re-cap requirements for Authority required medicines.

Speaking notes:
Authority required medicines require prior approval.
Authority required (STREAMLINED) medicines do not require prior approval from Medicare Australia or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs except when prescribing increased quantities and/or increased repeats above those specified in the Schedule. 

When a public hospital pharmacy claims for an Authority required (STREAMLINED) HSD medicine using Online Claiming for PBS they are not required to submit the prescription to Medicare Australia. These HSD medicines in a claim are referred to as ‘paperless’. 
The exception to this is where an authority for increased quantities or increased repeats is requested, or when prescribing CAR medicines and PBS trastuzumab (Herceptin®) which require prior approval. For increases to quantities and increases to repeats, or CAR medicines, a paper prescription is to be provided. 
HSD medicines can be claimed as paper or paperless within the same claim. 
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• Incorrectly written prescriptions cost time and money.

• Internal medication form or prescription may be used for Authority 
required (STREAMLINED) HSD, if within maximum quantity and 
number of repeats listed in the Schedule.

• PBS/RPBS authority prescription forms must be used when 
prescribing Authority required HSD.

• Patients must be a non-admitted patient, a day admitted patient, 
or a patient on discharge (not in-patient).

Summary

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
To summarise the presentation.

Speaking notes:
Incorrectly written prescriptions cost time and money.
Internal medication form or prescription may be used for Authority required (STREAMLINED) HSD, if within maximum quantity and number of repeats listed in the Schedule.
PBS/RPBS authority prescription form must be used when prescribing Authority required HSD.
Patients must be a non-admitted patient, a day admitted patient, or a patient on discharge (not in-patient).
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• Prescriptions must include:
- patients’ details (including verification if using patient labels)

- prescriber details

- HSD medicine details.

• Prescriptions must be marked as ‘non PBS’ if the PBS subsidy does 
not apply.

• Authority required medicines require prior approval from Medicare 
Australia or the DVA. 

• Authority required (STREAMLINED) medicines do not require prior 
approval from Medicare Australia or the DVA (if within maximum 
quantity and number of repeats listed in the Schedule). 

Summary

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide objective:
Re-capping requirements for Authority required medicines.

Speaking notes:
Prescriptions must include:
- patients’ details (including verification if using patient labels)
- prescriber details
HSD medicine details.
Prescriptions must be marked as ‘non PBS’ if the PBS subsidy does not apply. For example, if:
medicine not listed on the PBS
patient not entitled to PBS medicine
therapeutic use is outside PBS restrictions
use outside PBS manner of administration.
Authority required medicines require prior approval from Medicare Australia or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. 
Authority required (STREAMLINED) medicines do not require prior approval from Medicare Australia or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (if within maximum quantity and number of repeats listed in the Schedule). 

Speaker action: Hand out the QRG for Writing prescriptions for Highly Specialised Drugs (HSD) in public hospitals not participating in pharmaceutical reforms checklist.
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