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This quick reference guide explains the key Medicare Australia requirements for prescribing medicine as an Authority required (STREAMLINED) benefit.

PBS Authority required (STREAMLINED) benefits

Quick reference guide

Decision made to prescribe a medicine as an Authority required (STREAMLINED) benefit. 

Does your patient meet the PBS restrictions criteria for the Authority required (STREAMLINED) benefit?

PBS Authority required (STREAMLINED) benefits can only be prescribed for specific therapeutic uses as 
outlined in the current Schedule of Pharmaceutical Benefits

and
the prescriber must record the specific streamlined authority code on the prescription.

Non PBS prescription†.

NO

NO

You must obtain prior approval from 
Medicare Australia.

Write a streamlined authority code 
on an Authority prescription form.

Are the maximum quantity and/or maximum repeats sufficient for the patient’s treatment 
regime?‡ Note: it is not necessary to prescribe the maximum quantity or repeats if a lesser 

quantity or repeats is sufficient for the patient’s needs.

YES

YES

For more information
Online	 www.medicareaustralia.gov.au then For health 

professionals  
www.pbs.gov.au to view the current Schedule of 
Pharmaceutical Benefits

Email 	 medicare.prov@medicareaustralia.gov.au

Call	 1800 888 333* for PBS authority telephone applications 
	 (24 hour service)

Write	 Reply paid no. 9857 
	 PBS Authority Section, Medicare Australia 
	 GPO Box 9857  
	 in your capital city
* Call charges apply from mobiles or pay phones only.

†	 Strike out the PBS/RBPS boxes if using PBS stationery. Endorse as 
non PBS.

‡	 Increased quantities and/or repeats may not be allowed. Refer to our 
current Schedule of Pharmaceutical Benefits. Authority prescription 
approvals are subject to a number of additional criteria.

29
34

.0
6.

10
 (0

3.
06

.1
0)


